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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Introduction and Methodology

In the interest of understanding Alaska Native values and perspectives, the Alaska
Humanities Forum contracted with the McDowell Group to conduct a survey of
Alaska Native households across the state on a wide variety of topics. These efforts
will help the Forum to better address many issues of vital importance to not only
Alaska Natives, but all Alaskans.

Random telephone surveys were conducted with 500 Alaska Native households in
April of 2003. The sample was selected based on a proportional statewide
representation of 2000 Census geographic distribution of Alaska Native households
and on cultural group affiliation. Findings of the survey have a maximum margin of
error of +4.5 percent at the 95 percent confidence level for the full 500 household
sample.

Statewide Issues

All groups of Alaska Natives see subsistence, education, jobs, and substance abuse
– in that order – as the major statewide issues for Native people. Rural residents are
somewhat more concerned about subsistence, while urban residents are more likely
to mention substance abuse. State government is viewed as having significant
responsibility for dealing with subsistence, education, and jobs.

•  Subsistence is identified most often as the number one issue facing Alaska
Natives (21 percent), followed by education at 17 percent, jobs at 16 percent, and
substance abuse at 12 percent.

•  Young adults (18 to 24 year-olds) are most likely to list substance abuse as the
number one issue (23 percent, versus 12 percent of the total).

In your opinion, what is the single most important issue facing 
Alaska Natives throughout the state?

21%
17% 16%

12%

5% 4% 3%
2% 2% 2%

1% 1% 1%

12%

15%

Subsistence

Education/Schools
Jobs

Substance Abuse

Culture in Transition*
Racism

Health Care
Poverty

Native Rights
Housing

Energy Costs

Running Water/Sanitation

Native Land Use/Management
Other

Don't K
now

Note: Total responses may exceed 100 percent. While respondents were encouraged to give only one answer, additional responses were recorded.

* This response includes answers such as "losing traditional values," "adapting to Western culture," and "retaining our culture."
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Community Issues

At the community level, the same four issues dominate, but the order changes: jobs
are the number one concern, followed by education, substance abuse, and
subsistence.

•  Jobs are identified most often as the number one issue facing Alaska Natives in
their community, followed by education at 15 percent, substance abuse at 14
percent, and subsistence at 13 percent.

•  Urban and rural residents are in close agreement on the leading issues in their
community, although rural residents are much less likely to mention racism (1
percent versus 6 percent).

In your opinion, what is the single most important issue facing 
Alaska Natives in your community?

21%

15%
14%

13%

5% 3%
2% 2% 2%

1% 1% 1% 1%

14%

17%

Jobs

Education/Schools

Substance Abuse

Subsistence

Culture in Transition*
Racism

Health Care
Poverty

Housing

Energy Costs

Running Water/Sanitation

Lack of Retail G
oods/Services

Environment
Other

Don't K
now

Note: Total responses may exceed 100 percent. While respondents were encouraged to give only one answer, additional responses were recorded.

* This response includes answers such as "losing traditional values," "adapting to Western culture," and "retaining our culture."
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Subsistence

Subsistence is overwhelmingly important to Alaska Natives in both rural and urban
areas, and they believe it will continue to be important in the future. A significant
percentage report a recent decline in subsistence resources in their areas, as well as
concern about future resources.

•  Nearly 7 out of 10 Alaska Native say subsistence is “very important” to their
household, while another 17 percent say it is important. Rural residents tend to
rate subsistence as more important than urban residents.

•  Alaska Natives are split between predicting that subsistence will become more
important or remain the same for their household in the next five years. Less
than 1 in 20 say it will become less important.

How important is subsistence for you and your household?

Neutral
5%

Unimportant
6%

Very  
Unimportant

1%

Very Important
68%

Important
17%
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Education

Alaska Natives value education very highly but are clearly disappointed in the ability
of Alaska schools to prepare Native children for college, the workplace, and life in
general. Culturally-related solutions are the dominant theme for improving schools
for Native children.

•  The vast majority of Alaska Natives (7 out of 10) say that education has been
“very important” in their life. Only 1 percent says it has been unimportant.

• Alaska Natives are clearly concerned with the preparation of Native students by
Alaska schools, with negative ratings for preparation for high school at 40
percent; for college at 47 percent; for the workplace at 37 percent; and for
community life at 32 percent.

•  Alaska Natives commonly suggest cultural solutions for improving Alaska
schools: more Native culture/language (19 percent); more Native teachers (15
percent); and teachers understanding of Native cultures (9 percent). All of these
suggestions are more common among urban respondents.

How well do you think Alaska schools 
prepare Native students for . . . ?

High School College

Well

36%

28%
31%

34%
40%

47%

37%
32%

Not Well

The Workplace Life in Your
Community

Economy

When asked about the important financial issues in their households, Alaska Natives
most often mention lack of (good) jobs and high cost of living. More Natives say that
economic conditions (both in their community and in Alaska villages overall) have
worsened than say they have improved; however, they are more optimistic about
future economic conditions.

•  Urban and rural respondents tend to give similar assessments of the economic
conditions in their communities over the past five years. In terms of Alaska
villages overall, urban respondents are more likely to say that economic
conditions worsened (41 versus 29 percent).

•  Alaska Natives are significantly more optimistic about economic conditions in
their own community compared to Alaska villages overall.
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Quality of Life

Significantly more Alaska Natives perceive recent improvement in their lives – and
anticipate future improvement – than those who feel their lives has worsened or will
worsen in the future.

•  Nearly half of Alaska Natives feel their life has gotten better over the past few
years, while just 13 percent feel it has gotten worse. Natives living in rural areas
are somewhat less likely than are urban residents to feel their life has gotten
better (42 versus 52 percent).

•  Half of Alaska Natives believe their life will improve over the next five years,
while 28 percent believe it will remain the same and 9 percent believe it will
worsen.

•  Natives over 65 years old are much less likely to report that their life has
improved over the past few years (16 percent), and that it will improve over the
next few years (27 percent). Natives aged 25 to 44 are the most optimistic.

• Alaska Natives have a significantly more positive view of their own lives than of
the economic conditions of their community. This appears to indicate that their
perception of the quality of their life involves more factors than simply economic
well-being.

In the past five years, has your life in general gotten better, worse, or 
remained the same? In the next five years, do you think your life in 

general will be better, worse, or remain the same?

BETTER WORSE

Past 5 years
47%

13%

39%

1%

50%

9%

28%

12%

Next 5 years

REMAIN THE
SAME

DON'T KNOW

Mobility and Transition

Over one-half of Alaska Natives remain in their original communities. Most of those
who have moved – often for economic and educational opportunities – are long
established in their current communities.

•  Six out of 10 Alaska Natives currently live in the community where they were
raised. One out of five Alaska Natives think they might move to a different
community in the next few years.

• Alaska Natives that have moved from their original community, as well as those
who plan to move in the next few years, list employment as their number one
reason for leaving, followed by school and family.
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•  Alaska Natives who have moved from their original community have spent an
average of 17 years in their current community. They usually think their life got
better after moving, with only 7 percent saying their life got worse.

Gender Issues

When asked about the leading Native issues as they apply to men and women
separately, Natives again mention jobs, substance abuse, and education. Substance
abuse is more of an issue for men, while domestic violence is often mentioned for
women. Native boys and girls are seen as facing similar issues as adults, although
teenage pregnancy is the number two issue for girls.

•  Though substance abuse is a leading issue for women, it is mentioned half as
often as for men (14 percent versus 27 percent).

•  Domestic violence is mentioned by 11 percent of respondents as an issue for
Native women; it is not listed as an issue for Native men.

•  Twenty-two percent of Alaska Native list teenage pregnancy as the most
important issue facing Native girls.

Leadership

Alaska Natives are generally confident in their current generation of leaders and are
even more positive about the ability of the next generation of Native leadership.
Rural residents are moderately more optimistic about Native leadership.

•  One in five Alaska Natives say they are not confident in the ability of Alaska’s
current Native leaders to improve the lives of Alaska Natives. Slightly fewer (16
percent) are not confident about the next generation of Native leaders.

• Alaska Natives’ confidence in the next generation decreases as age increases.

Environment

Water quality, subsistence resource availability and access, and air quality are the
leading environmental concerns of Alaska Natives. More respondents believe the
environmental conditions have gotten worse in recent years than think they
improved, but they were evenly split in their view of future conditions.

•  The most commonly mentioned environmental issues are water quality/
pollution at 22 percent, availability of subsistence resources at 20 percent, access
to subsistence resources at 14 percent, and air quality/pollution at 13 percent.

•  Interestingly, there is virtually no difference between urban and rural residents
in their assessment of how their area’s environment has fared over the past five
years.

• One out of four Alaska Natives believe the natural environment in their area will
improve over the next five years, while an equal number believe it will worsen.

Cultural Groups

The sampling process assured significant representation of the major Alaska Native
cultural groups, identified as Aleut/Alutiiq, Athabaskan, Yupik/Cupik, Tlingit/Haida/
Tsimpshian, and Inupiat. Only moderate differences in opinion exist among these
cultural groups.



A Survey of Native Perspectives on Alaska Issues McDowell Group, Inc. • Page 7

INTRODUCTION AND METHODOLOGY

Introduction

Alaskans have been struggling to find common ground and solve problems on
issues critically important to all the state’s residents.  The problem may be rooted in
a failure to recognize and appreciate differences across the state in people’s values
and perspectives – such as differences between Alaska Natives and non-Natives, as
well as among different Native cultures.

In the interest of understanding Alaska Native values and perspectives, the Alaska
Humanities Forum requested McDowell Group to conduct a survey of Alaska
Native households across the state on a wide variety of topics. These efforts will help
the Forum to better address many issues of vital importance to not only Alaska
Natives, but all Alaskans.

The McDowell Group is Alaska’s most experienced full-service consulting firm and
has offices in both Anchorage and Juneau.  The firm has been in business since 1972
and has conducted approximately 1,200 studies – including hundreds of surveys –
for more than 250 public and private clients.  In McDowell Group’s 30 years of
analyzing Alaska Native issues, it has worked with virtually every segment of the
state’s Native community; in rural and urban settings, with Native non-profit and
for-profit organizations, and with policy-making bodies addressing concerns of the
Alaska Native people.  As an example of McDowell Group’s work, recently, the firm
completed a definite study of Alaska Native values and attitudes toward education.
This comprehensive study had several components, including a survey of 1,000
Alaska Native households.

Methodology

Random telephone surveys were conducted with 500 Alaska Native households in
April of 2003.  Interviews were conducted with individuals 18 years and older.  The
sample was selected based on a proportional statewide representation of 2000
Census geographic distribution of Alaska Native households and cultural group
affiliation.  The survey interview took on average 20 minutes to administer;
however, interviews occasionally ran as long as 45 minutes depending on the
respondent.

A Steering Committee (made up of representatives from Alaska Humanities Forum,
First Alaskans Institute, Alaska 20/20, Alutiiq Museum, and the Alaska State
Legislature) was established to provide guidance for this study.  In consultation with
the Steering Committee, McDowell Group designed a survey instrument.  The
survey contained 36 questions, exploring the following subjects:

•  Most important issues facing Alaska Natives (statewide and in their own
community)

• Subsistence

• Education

• The economy

• Quality of life

• Mobility and transition

• Gender issues and roles
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• Confidence in current and future Alaska Native leaders

• The environment

• Demographic information

Sub-group analysis for urban and rural households was also conducted.  For the
purposes of this study, the definition of “urban” includes the following census
districts: Anchorage, Fairbanks, Southeast Fairbanks, Haines, Juneau, Kenai
Peninsula, Ketchikan Gateway, Matanuska-Susitna, Sitka, Wrangell/Petersburg and
Valdez/Cordova.  “Rural” includes the following census districts:  Aleutian East &
West, Bethel, Bristol Bay area, Denali Borough area, Dillingham area, Kodiak Island
area, Lake & Peninsula area, Nome, North Slope, Northwest Arctic, Prince of Wales
Island/Outer Ketchikan, Skagway/Hoonah/Angoon, Wade Hampton, and
Yukon/Koyukuk.

The map of Alaska below shows the regional breakouts used for additional sub-
group analysis.

This analysis also includes comparisons between responses of men and women on
key issues. Comparative data is generally only provided on questions where there is
a measurable difference in how each gender responded. For several questions a
comparison of how different age groups responded is provided, as well. As
mentioned above, because this survey was administered to people who were 18
years or older, the average age of respondents (46 years) is higher than what the U.S.
Census would report for all ages.  It is recognized that age can be a significant factor
in the way people respond and this should be taken into consideration when
viewing survey responses.

Findings of the survey have a maximum margin of error of +4.5 percent at the 95
percent confidence level for the full 500 household sample.
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STATEWIDE ISSUES

The top four issues facing Alaska Natives statewide are subsistence,
education, jobs, and substance abuse – according to urban and rural residents
alike.

• Rural residents are more likely than are urban residents to list subsistence as the
most important issue for Natives statewide (24 versus 17 percent).

•  Subsistence is the number one issue for residents of all regions except for
Southwest, where residents list jobs as the number one issue; and Southeast,
where residents list education as the number one issue.

• Men and women mention similar “most important” issues for Natives, although
women are more likely to mention alcohol (15 versus 9 percent).

Young adults identified substance abuse as the number one issue facing
Natives statewide.

•  Young adults (18 to 24 year-olds) are most likely to list substance abuse as the
number one issue (23 percent, versus 12 percent of the total). Only 8 percent of
young adults list subsistence or jobs as the number one issue.

Education and jobs are significant themes identified by all groups of Alaska
Natives.

In your opinion, what is the single most important issue
facing Alaska Natives throughout the state?

Total Urban Rural Men Women

Subsistence 21% 17% 24% 23% 19%

Education/schools 17 17 17 15 19

Jobs 16 17 14 17 15

Substance abuse 12 14 10 9 15

Culture in transition* 5 4 5 5 5

Racism 4 6 3 4 4

Health care 3 2 3 2 3

Poverty 2 2 3 2 3

Native rights 2 3 2 3 2

Housing 2 1 2 1 2

Energy costs 1 1 1 2 1

Running water/sanitation 1 1 0 0 1

Native land use/management 1 0 1 2 0

Other 12 13 11 14 11

Don’t know 15 13 17 14 16

Note: Total responses may exceed 100 percent. While respondents were encouraged to give only one answer, additional
responses were recorded.
*This response includes answers such as “losing traditional values,” “adapting to Western culture,” and “retaining our
culture.”
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Nearly a third of Alaska Natives look to state government to deal with crucial,
statewide Native issues. Many Natives also feel the responsibility lies with
themselves: “the individual” and “Alaska Natives” were the number two and
three answers.

• Young adults (ages 18 to 24) are much more likely to list “the individual” as the
responsible party (38 versus 18 percent). This corresponds with their tendency to
list substance abuse as the number one issue.

•  Interestingly, Native men are much more likely to list state government as the
responsible party for dealing with the state’s crucial issues (39 versus 24 percent
of women), as are Natives older than 65 years of age (40 percent versus 30
percent overall).

• Native organizations such as ANCSA corporations, tribal councils, and the AFN
are less frequently mentioned as responsible for dealing with the crucial issues
facing Alaska Natives.

• Rural Natives are more likely than urban Natives to look to their community for
solutions  (12 percent versus 9 percent) while urban Natives are more likely than
are rural Natives to believe the individual is most responsible to deal with
statewide issues (21 percent versus 15 percent).

•  Forty-five percent indicate that responsibility lies with Alaska Natives
themselves, including answers like “the individual,” “Alaska Natives,” “my
community” and “parents.”

Who do you think is most responsible for dealing with this?

Total Urban Rural Men Women

State government* 30% 31% 30% 39% 24%

The individual 18 21 15 17 18

Alaska Natives 12 13 11 11 12

State legislature 11 9 12 10 11

My community 9 7 12 10 10

Federal government* 7 6 8 10 10

Parents 6 7 6 7 7

Local government 4 4 5 5 7

ANCSA corporations 4 6 1 3 5

Tribal councils/IRA 3 5 2 4 3

School district/board 3 1 5 2 4

AFN 3 3 3 2 3

US Congress 2 2 3 1 3

Health care providers 1 1 1 1 1

Teachers 1 1 1 1 1

Other 6 7 5 5 6

Don’t know 9 9 10 9 10

Note: Total responses may exceed 100 percent. While respondents were encouraged to give only one answer, additional
responses were recorded.
* “State government” includes any state government entities or agencies such as the Department of Fish & Game.
Similarly, “federal government” includes any federal agency such as the Bureau of Indian Affairs.
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Suggestions for who is most responsible for dealing with crucial statewide
issues vary somewhat according to which issue is mentioned.

•  Among those who believe subsistence is the number one statewide issue, state
government and state legislature are largely held accountable for dealing with it.

• Natives who believe education is the number one issue suggest a wide variety of
responsible parties, parents being the second most common response.

• State government is often held to be the responsible for dealing with the issue of
jobs, while one out of five suggest “the individual.”

• Those who rank substance abuse as the number one issue are most likely to hold
“the individual” responsible for dealing with it, followed by my community and
Alaska Natives.

Who do you think is most responsible for dealing with this?
Most Responsible Parties for Dealing with Leading Statewide Issues

Subsistence

State government 42%

State legislature 21

Alaska Natives 11

Education

State government 26%

Parents 17

State legislature 15

Jobs

State government 46%

The individual 21

Alaska Natives 12

Substance Abuse

The individual 54%

My community 20

Alaska Natives 18

Note: Small sample sizes among the various responses prevent further sub-group
analysis of this question.



A Survey of Native Perspectives on Alaska Issues McDowell Group, Inc. • Page 12

COMMUNITY ISSUES

When asked about important issues in their community, Alaska Natives most
commonly mention “jobs,” followed by education and substance abuse.

• Subsistence drops from the number one issue on a statewide level to the number
four issue on a community level.

•  Urban and rural residents are in close agreement on the leading issues in their
community, although rural residents are much less likely to mention racism (1
versus 6 percent).

•  Adults 45 to 64 mentioned jobs at a much more frequent rate (28 percent) than
young adults (10 percent).

• Native men and women tend to mention similar “most important” issues in their
community.

In your opinion, what is the single most important issue
facing Alaska Natives in your community?

Total Urban Rural Men Women

Jobs 21% 20% 22% 21% 22%

Education/schools 15 15 15 12 16

Substance abuse 14 14 14 12 16

Subsistence 13 11 14 16 10

Culture in transition* 5 5 6 6 6

Racism 3 6 1 4 4

Health care 2 4 1 3 2

Poverty 2 2 2 3 2

Housing 2 3 2 1 3

Energy costs 1 1 2 2 1

Running water/sanitation 1 0 2 1 1

Lack of retail goods/services 1 0 2 1 1

Environment 1 0 2 1 1

Other 14 16 11 15 12

Don’t know 17 15 19 14 20

Note: Total responses may exceed 100 percent. While respondents were encouraged to give only one answer, additional
responses were recorded.
*This response includes answers such as “losing traditional values,” “adapting to Western culture,” and “retaining our
culture.”
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Alaska Natives most often mention state government and their community as
responsible for handing crucial community-based issues. They also recognize
the responsibility of the individual.

•  Urban residents are much more likely to lay the responsibility for handling
crucial issues with “the individual” (23 versus 10 percent of rural residents).

• As in the statewide question, Native entities such as tribal councils and ANCSA
corporations are less frequently mentioned.

• Men and women have similar views on who is most responsible for dealing with
the crucial issues facing Alaska Natives.

Who do you think is most responsible for dealing with this?

Total Urban Rural Men Women

State government* 21% 21% 22% 21% 20%

My community 20 16 23 21 21

The individual 16 23 10 16 17

Local government 9 8 11 9 10

Alaska Natives 9 7 11 11 8

Federal government* 8 8 8 7 8

State legislature 6 4 7 7 5

Tribal councils/IRA 5 4 6 4 5

School district/board 5 2 8 2 6

Parents 5 6 3 5 4

ANCSA corporations 4 6 2 4 4

AFN 2 2 3 2 3

US Congress 2 2 2 1 3

Health care providers 2 4 0 0 3

Teachers 2 2 1 1 3

Other 7 8 6 10 6

Don’t know 8 7 9 8 8

Note: Total responses may exceed 100 percent. While respondents were encouraged to give only one answer, additional
responses were recorded.
* “State government” includes any state government entities or agencies such as the Department of Fish & Game.
Similarly, “federal government” includes any federal agency such as the Bureau of Indian Affairs.
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• Among Natives who believe jobs are the leading issue in their community, state
government and “my community” are held responsible for dealing with it.

• The issue of education on a community level generates a range of suggestions for
who is responsible, including the school district, the school board, the
community, parents, and state government.

• As in the question on statewide issues, substance abuse is believed to be an issue
for individuals and communities, rather than state government, to deal with.

•  State government is held to be largely responsible for resolving subsistence
issues on a community level, as well as on a statewide level.

Who do you think is most responsible for dealing with this?
Most Responsible Parties for Dealing with

Leading Community (and Statewide) Issues

Community Issues Statewide Issues

Jobs

State government 25% 46%

My community 21 10

The individual 14 21

Education

School district/board 24% 13%

My community 19 14

Parents 16 17

State government 16 26

Substance Abuse

The individual 38% 54%

My community 25 20

Alaska Natives 10 18

Local government 10 2

Subsistence

State government 42% 42%

My community 19 9

Alaska Natives 11 11

Federal government 11 9

State legislature 11 21

Note: Small sample sizes among the various responses prevent further sub-group analysis of this
question.
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SUBSISTENCE

Subsistence is important to the vast majority of Native households, with 68
percent saying it is “very important” and another 17 percent saying it is
“important.”

• Rural residents tend to rate subsistence as more important than urban residents.
However, four out of five urban respondents still classify subsistence as
important for their household.

•  Southwest area residents were the most likely to rate subsistence as “very
important” (82 percent) while Southcentral residents were the least likely (57
percent).

• Men and women share very similar views on subsistence – on its importance for
their household both now and in the future, and on its availability now and in
the future.

How important is subsistence for you and your household?

Total Urban Rural

Very important 68% 58% 77%

Important 17 22 14

Neutral 5 4 6

Unimportant 6 12 2

Very unimportant 2 3 2

Alaska Natives are split between predicting that subsistence will become more
important or remain the same for their household in the next five years. Less
than one in 20 say it will become less important.

•  Rural residents are more likely than urban respondents to predict that
subsistence will become more important to their household in the next five years
(51 versus 39 percent).

In the next five years, do you think subsistence for you and your household will
become more important, less important, or remain the same?

Total Urban Rural

More important 46% 39% 51%

Less important 4 5 4

Remain the same 48 53 44

Don’t know 2 2 1
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For most Alaska Natives, the availability of subsistence resources has either
worsened or remained the same over the past five years. Responses are mixed
on how that availability will change in the near future.

•  Interior residents are most likely to say that the availability of subsistence
resources has worsened in recent years (51 percent). Northwest residents are
least likely to agree (25 percent).

• In terms of the next five years, Southeast residents are the most likely to expect
resource availability to worsen (44 percent), along with Interior residents (42
percent).

Over the past five years, has the availability of subsistence resources in your area
gotten better, worse, or remained the same?

In the next five years, do you expect the availability of subsistence resources in
your area to get better, worse, or remain the same?

Total Urban Rural

Past Five Years

Better 11% 9% 13%

Worse 41 42 39

Remained the same 44 41 46

Don’t know 4 7 2

Next Five Years

Better 21% 16% 27%

Worse 36 39 33

Remain the same 34 35 32

Don’t know 9 10 8
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EDUCATION

The vast majority of Alaska Natives (seven out of ten) say that education has
been “very important” in their life. Only 1 percent say it has been unimportant.

•  Rural respondents are slightly less likely to say education has been “very
important” in their life (66 versus 73 percent), but are more likely to say it has
been “important” (27 versus 17 percent).

•  The higher the income of the respondent, the more likely they are to say
education as been “very important” in their life.

•  Men and women share similar views on the importance of education in their
lives.

How important has your education been in your life?

Total Urban Rural

Very important 69% 73% 66%

Important 22 17 27

Neutral 6 8 4

Unimportant 1 0 2

Very unimportant 0 0 0

Alaska Natives often have a negative view of how Alaska schools are
preparing Native students – for high school, college, and the workplace, as
well as life in their community.1

•  Alaska Natives appear most concerned with the preparation of Native students
for college, with nearly half (47 percent) saying that students are “not well” or
“not at all well” prepared.

• Northwest Alaska residents have the most positive impression of Alaska schools’
preparation of Native students, while Southeast residents give the most negative
ratings.

•  Young adults (18 to 24 year-olds) tend to give more positive ratings to Alaska
schools.

•  Rural respondents have a somewhat more positive view of how well Alaska
schools are preparing Native students. Rural responses are more likely to be
favorable in terms of high school (39 percent of rural residents say “well” or
“very well” versus 29 percent of urban residents); college (31 versus 24 percent);
the workplace (36 versus 25 percent); and community life (40 versus 27 percent).

• Men and women generally have similar views on how well Alaska’s educational
system is preparing Native students, with women just slightly more likely to
give negative ratings.

(See table next page)

                                                       
1 This series of questions was asked in the McDowell Group’s 2001 survey of 1,000 Alaska Native households on
education, with the exception of the question about “life in your community.” Responses in this survey closely
correspond to the 2001 results, with a maximum difference of only five percentage points on any given response.
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How well do you think Alaska schools prepare Native students for…?

Total Urban Rural

High School

Very well 12% 8% 15%

Well 24 21 26

Neutral 19 18 19

Not well 23 25 22

Not at all well 17 21 14

Don’t know 4 5 3

College

Very well 8% 5% 10%

Well 20 19 21

Neutral 15 14 16

Not well 26 26 27

Not at all well 21 25 18

Don’t know 9 10 8

The Workplace

Very well 8% 5% 10%

Well 23 20 26

Neutral 23 23 22

Not well 22 22 21

Not at all well 15 18 12

Don’t know 9 10 9

Life in Your Community

Very well 8% 6% 10%

Well 26 21 30

Neutral 26 24 27

Not well 17 19 14

Not at all well 15 19 12

Don’t know 8 10 6
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Culturally-related solutions (more Native culture, more Native language, more
Native teachers) were most commonly given for improving schools for Alaska
Natives.2

•  Urban Natives are significantly more likely than rural Natives to suggest more
Native culture/language (25 versus 14 percent) and were also more likely to
suggest more Native teachers (18 versus 18 percent).

•  Men and women give very similar responses when asked for suggestions for
improving Alaska’s schools for Natives.

In your opinion, what is the most important thing that could be done
to make schools better for Alaska Natives?

Total Urban Rural

More Native culture/language 19% 25% 14%

More Native teachers 15 18 13

Better teachers 11 9 13

More parental involvement 11 9 12

Better classes/curriculum 9 10 10

Teachers understanding of
Native cultures

9 11 7

More funding 9 6 12

More teachers 7 4 10

Increased/improved discipline 6 6 6

More tutoring/counseling 6 5 7

Boarding/regional high schools 5 5 5

More community involvement 5 3 6

Improved communication with
teachers

4 4 5

More technical training 3 1 4

More schools 3 1 4

More equality/less racism 3 4 1

Better facilities/materials 2 2 2

Better administration 2 1 2

Other 12 14 10

Don’t know 11 10 11

Note: Total responses may exceed 100 percent. While respondents were encouraged to give only one
answer, additional responses were recorded.

                                                       
2 This question was also asked in the McDowell Group’s 2001 survey of 1,000 Alaska Native households on education.
Responses in this survey are similar to those of the 2001 survey, where the top four answers were “parent involvement”
(12 percent); “better teachers” (12 percent), “more Native teachers” (10 percent); and “Native culture classes” (10 percent).
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The school district, the school board, and parents were the top three
suggestions for who should deal with crucial issues facing Native education.

•  Natives give a wide variety of responses, and often more than one response, to
this question. As in the previous questions of where responsibility lies, Native
organizations such as ANCSA corporations and tribal councils are rarely
mentioned.

•  While men and women have very similar ideas on how to improve schools for
Alaska Natives, their suggestions for who is responsible vary significantly.
Women are nearly twice as likely to mention parents (28 versus 15 percent). They
are also more likely to mention the school district (30 versus 22 percent) and
teachers (17 versus 8 percent). Men, on the other hand, are significantly more
likely to feel that state government is responsible (27 versus 15 percent), as well
as local government (12 versus 6 percent.)

Who do you think is most responsible for dealing with this?

Total Urban Rural Men Women

School district 27% 25% 27% 22% 30%

School board 26 24 27 24 28

Parents 22 24 21 15 28

State government 20 22 18 27 15

Teachers 13 15 12 8 17

Local government 8 11 6 12 6

Students 7 6 8 8 8

Alaska Natives 7 8 6 8 7

Principal 7 6 6 5 8

State legislature 5 4 6 8 3

Federal government 4 3 4 6 2

ANCSA corporations 2 2 2 3 2

Tribal councils/IRA 2 2 2 2 2

US Congress 1 1 0 1 0

Other 7 9 6 5 8

Don’t know 4 2 6 2 4

Note: Total responses may exceed 100 percent. While respondents were encouraged to give only one answer, additional
responses were recorded.
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ECONOMY

Alaska Natives most commonly list “lack of (good) jobs” as the most important
financial issue in their household, followed by “high cost of living.”

•  Rural residents are more likely to mention “high cost of living” as the most
important financial issue in their household (24 versus 18 percent of urban
residents). They are also more likely to mention “high energy/fuel costs.”

•  One in nine respondents said they had no important issues affecting their
household financial well-being.

• Men and women have similar opinions on the important financial issues in their
households, although women are twice as likely to say there are “no issues” (14
versus 7 percent).

In your opinion, what is the single most important issue
affecting the financial well-being of your household?

Total Urban Rural

Lack of (good) jobs 30% 28% 31%

High cost of living 21 18 24

None/no issues 11 11 11

High energy/fuel costs 11 8 13

Low income/no money 9 9 8

Bad economy 7 7 6

High housing costs 5 5 6

Lack of education/training 5 6 5

Lack of planning/budgeting/
savings

4 6 2

Health care costs 4 5 3

Failing industries (fishing) 3 2 4

Paying for college/school 2 2 2

No/few goods available 1 1 1

Other 8 9 7

Don’t know 10 10 10

Note: Total responses may exceed 100 percent. While respondents were encouraged to give only one
answer, additional responses were recorded.
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Alaska Natives give mixed assessments of how the economic conditions of
their community and villages overall fared over the last five years.

•  More Natives say that economic conditions have worsened than say they have
improved, among both rural and urban residents.

•  Urban and rural respondents tend to give similar assessments of the economic
conditions in their communities over the past five years. In terms of Alaska
villages overall, urban respondents are more likely to say that economic
conditions worsened (41 versus 29 percent).

• Native men tend to have a slightly more positive view than Native women of the
economic conditions in Alaska villages over the past five years, with 28 percent
of men saying conditions have worsened, versus 41 percent of women.

•  Respondents were more likely to answer, “don’t know” when about the
economic conditions of Alaska villages overall than they were about conditions
in their community (13 percent versus 2 percent).  Perhaps not surprisingly,
urban respondents were more likely than were rural residents to respond with
“don’t know” (17 percent versus 9 percent) when asked about Alaska village
overall economic conditions.

Over the past five years, do you think job and business conditions
in your community/Alaska villages overall

have gotten better, worse, or remained about the same?

Total Urban Rural Men Women

Your Community

Better 25% 26% 25% 27% 25%

Worse 34 35 31 29 37

Remained the same 38 35 41 40 36

Don’t know 2 3 2 4 2

Alaska Villages Overall

Better 23% 17% 28% 29% 19%

Worse 35 41 29 28 41

Remained the same 29 25 34 32 27

Don’t know 13 17 9 11 13
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Alaska Natives tend to have a more positive view of economic conditions in
the future, although a significant portion (one out of four) still believe they will
worsen.

•  Alaska Natives are significantly more optimistic about economic conditions in
their own community compared to Alaska villages overall.

•  Among the different regions, Southcentral residents are more optimistic about
future economic conditions in their community while Interior residents are less
optimistic (44 versus 29 percent answer “better”).

•  Alaska Native men and women tend to agree on future economic conditions in
their communities and Alaska villages. Women are slightly more likely to say
conditions in their community will improve (39 versus 33 percent).

Over the next five years, do you think job and business conditions in your community/Alaska
villages overall will get better, worse, or remain about the same?

Total Urban Rural Men Women

Your Community

Better 37% 38% 35% 33% 39%

Worse 23 24 21 22 23

Remain the same 32 30 34 36 30

Don’t know 9 7 10 9 8

Alaska Villages Overall

Better 27% 24% 29% 27% 27%

Worse 28 34 23 25 30

Remain the same 29 25 33 35 26

Don’t know 15 17 14 13 17
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QUALITY OF LIFE

Nearly half of Alaska Natives feel their life has gotten better over the past few
years, while just 13 percent feel it has gotten worse.

• Natives living in rural areas are somewhat less likely to feel their life has gotten
better over the past few years (42 versus 52 percent).

• Natives over 65 years of age are much less likely to feel their life has gotten better
(16 versus 47 percent). Rather, they tend to report their life has remained the
same (61 versus 39 percent).

• Natives in the 25 to 44 age bracket are the most likely to report a better life over
the past few years (58 percent).

In the past five years, has your life in general gotten
better, worse, or remained the same?

Total Urban Rural

Better 47% 52% 42%

Worse 13 11 14

Remained the same 39 36 43

Don’t know 1 1 0

More Alaska Natives believe their life will improve than believe their life will
worsen in the next five years, with urban dwellers having a somewhat more
positive outlook.

• Native women have slightly more positive outlook for the future, with 53 percent
saying their life will get better, compared to 46 percent of Native men.

• As in the previous question, Natives aged 25 to 44 are the most likely to answer
positively, with 65 percent saying their life will get better. Just 27 percent of
Natives over 65 agreed.

In the next five years, do you think your life in general will be
better, worse, or remain the same?

Total Urban Rural

Better 50% 59% 43%

Worse 9 7 11

Remain the same 28 29 28

Don’t know 12 6 18
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MOBILITY AND TRANSITION

Six out of ten Alaska Natives currently live in the community where they were
raised. This proportion is higher among rural residents, Northwest area
residents, and Bethel area residents.

•  The majority of Alaska Natives (60 percent) live in the community where they
were raised. The proportion is higher among rural residents (76 percent),
Northwest area residents (80 percent), and Bethel area residents (71 percent).

•  Residents of Southcentral (41 percent) are the least likely to live in the
community where they were raised.

Do you currently live in the community where you were raised?

Total Urban Rural

Yes 60% 39% 76%

No 38 59 20

Refused 2 1 3

Alaska Natives who do not live in the community where they were raised tend
to have lived in their current community for a significant period of time; on
average, 17 years.

•  Nearly half (48 percent) of Alaska Natives who have moved from their original
community have lived in their current community for over 15 years.

•  The respondents’ average age of 46 coincides with the long average period of
residence.

•  Interestingly, rural respondents were much more likely to refuse to answer this
and the questions immediately following. It can be inferred that they were still
building trust with the surveyor at this early point in the conversation.

How long have you lived in your current community?
Base: Do not live in community where raised

Total Urban Rural

Less than one year 3% 2% 6%

1 to 2 years 9 9 10

3 to 5 years 7 9 2

6 to 10 years 16 17 13

11 to 15 years 9 9 10

16 to 25 years 17 15 21

More than 25 years 31 35 21

Average length of residence 17 years 17 years 16 years

Refused 7 2 18
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Alaska Natives who have moved from their original community list
employment as their number one reason for leaving. This is followed by
education and family moved.

• Rural respondents are more likely to list family-related reasons for leaving their
hometown: parents/family moved and marriage/divorce.

What was the main reason you left the community where you were raised?
Base: Do not live in community where raised

Total Urban Rural

No jobs/to find a job 27% 32% 18%

Education (School/college/training) 16 18 11

Parents/family moved 13 12 18

Got married/divorced 12 10 18

Better life 4 5 3

Better schools for children 3 4 2

To be closer to family 2 1 3

Not enough to do/boring 2 1 3

Death of parents/family 1 2 0

Military service 1 1 2

Medical reasons 1 1 2

Drugs/alcohol 1 1 0

Other 4 4 6

Refused 9 6 15

Note: Total responses may exceed 100 percent. While respondents were encouraged to give only one
answer, additional responses were recorded.

Alaska Natives who have moved from their original community usually think
their life got better after moving, with only 7 percent saying their life got worse.

•  Although more urban respondents say their life got better after moving (62
versus 48 percent), more of them also said their life got worse (9 versus 3
percent). The discrepancy is in part due to the higher refusal rate among rural
respondents (15 versus 2 percent).

After you moved, did you life in general get better, worse, or remain the same?
Base: Do not live in community where raised

Total Urban Rural

Better 58% 62% 48%

Worse 7 9 3

Remain the same 28 27 32

Refused 6 2 15
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One out of five Alaska Natives, rural and urban alike, think they might move to
a different community in the next few years.

• Nearly half of Natives 18 to 24 years old (46 percent) think they might move to a
different community in the next few years. Not surprisingly, the likelihood of
moving decreases with age.

In the next few years, do you think you might move to a different community?

Total Urban Rural

Yes 21% 22% 21%

No 72 72 71

Don’t know 7 6 8

Three of the top five reasons for wanting to move to a different community
concern opportunity: “better jobs,” “more jobs,” and “no opportunity here.”

•  Among Natives who think they will move in the next few years, rural
respondents are twice as likely to mention school as a reason (20 versus 10
percent). They are also more likely to cite “better for my children” (6 versus 2
percent).

Why do you think you will move?
Base: Will move in the next few years

Total Urban Rural

Better jobs 17% 16% 19%

Go to school 15 10 20

Closer to family 10 12 7

More jobs 9 8 9

No opportunity here 5 6 4

Too expensive here 4 6 2

Better for my children 4 2 6

Spouse/family wants to move 3 2 4

Weather/climate 3 6 0

Other 17 22 13

Don’t know 9 10 7

Refused 5 0 9

Note: Total responses may exceed 100 percent. While respondents were encouraged to give only one
answer, additional responses were recorded.
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GENDER ISSUES

Alaska Natives most commonly say that the number one issue facing Native
men is jobs, followed closely by substance abuse, then education.

• Rural residents are more likely to list jobs as the most important issue for Native
men (38 percent versus 31 percent), while urban residents are more likely to
mention substance abuse (30 percent versus 23 percent).

• Men and women usually answer this question similarly, although Native women
are more likely to mention “retaining Native culture/values” (7 versus 2
percent), and men are more likely to respond with “changes in subsistence
lifestyle” (6 percent versus 2 percent).

In your opinion, what is the single most important issue
facing Native men in Alaska?

Total Urban Rural Men Women

Jobs 35% 31% 38% 36% 35%

Substance abuse 27 30 23 29 27

Education/training 15 13 16 16 14

Subsistence 5 4 6 6 5

Parenting/family role 5 5 5 5 5

Retaining Native culture/values 5 6 3 2 7

Understanding their role 4 7 2 5 4

Changes in subsistence lifestyle 4 4 3 6 2

Self-esteem 3 5 2 4 2

Racism/equality 1 2 1 2 1

Lack of ambition 1 2 1 1 1

Lack of leadership 1 1 1 1 2

Depression/suicide 1 0 1 1 1

Domestic violence - - - - -

Other 5 5 5 5 6

Don’t know/refused 18 16 20 16 19

Note: Total responses may exceed 100 percent. While respondents were encouraged to give only one answer, additional
responses were recorded.
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When asked about the most important issue facing Alaska Native boys,
Natives most commonly list education as the number one issue, followed by
substance abuse.

• Residents from different regions tended to answer this question similarly, with a
few exceptions. Interior residents are more likely to list substance abuse as the
number one issue for Native boys (31 percent). This compares to just 14 percent
of Southwest residents.

• Despite the tragic rate of suicide among young Native males, it is mentioned by
only 1 percent of Alaska Natives as the most important issue facing Native boys.

•  Almost a quarter of responses (26 percent) revolve around mentoring and role
model issues, including “understanding their role,” “lack of role models,” self-
esteem,” “changes in subsistence lifestyle,” and “retaining culture.”

• Men and women give very similar responses for the most important issues facing
Native boys.

In your opinion, what is the single most important issue
facing Native boys in Alaska?

Total Urban Rural Men Women

Education/training 33% 30% 36% 35% 33%

Substance abuse 21 21 21 23 21

Jobs 11 10 12 10 12

Understanding their role 9 11 7 8 10

More activities 7 8 7 9 7

Lack of role models 6 6 5 6 5

Self-esteem 5 6 4 4 6

Supportive family 5 5 5 4 5

Changes in subsistence
lifestyle

4 2 5 5 3

Young fatherhood 2 3 2 2 2

Retaining culture 2 2 3 3 2

Preparation for future 2 1 2 2 2

Depression/suicide 1 1 0 1 1

Other 7 10 4 7 6

Don’t know/refused 14 14 17 14 15

Note: Total responses may exceed 100 percent. While respondents were encouraged to give only one answer, additional
responses were recorded.



A Survey of Native Perspectives on Alaska Issues McDowell Group, Inc. • Page 30

Important issues facing Native women are similar to those facing Native men:
education, jobs, and substance abuse. In addition, domestic violence and
parenting are identified as major issues for Native women.

•  Though substance abuse is a leading issue for women, it is mentioned half as
often as for men (14 versus 27 percent).

•  Education for women was mentioned most frequently by Southwest residents
(38 percent) and least frequently by Northwest residents (8 percent).

•  Although domestic violence is seen as a major issue facing Native women, it is
not identified as an important issue for men (see page 20).

• Men are much more likely to answer, “don’t know” to this question (27 percent
versus 16 percent of women). (In the question on issues facing Native men, just
19 percent of women answered “don’t know.”)  Rural residents were also more
likely than were urban residents to answer “don’t know” (26 percent versus 16
percent).

In your opinion, what is the single most important issue
facing Native women in Alaska?

Total Urban Rural Men Women

Education/training 27% 29% 24% 26% 27%

Jobs 20 17 21 18 21

Substance abuse 14 15 13 14 14

Abuse/domestic violence 11 10 11 12 11

Parenting 10 7 12 10 10

Maintaining cultural values 7 7 7 7 7

Gender equality 5 6 3 4 5

Balancing work and home life 4 4 3 3 4

Health care 3 4 2 3 3

Subsistence 2 1 3 2 1

Poverty 1 1 1 1 1

Self-esteem 1 2 0 1 1

Other 10 12 8 12 8

Don’t know/refused 21 16 26 27 16

Note: Total responses may exceed 100 percent. While respondents were encouraged to give only one answer, additional
responses were recorded.
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The number one issue for Native girls, as for Native boys, is education.
Teenage pregnancy is the second leading issue, mentioned twice as often as
substance abuse.

•  Northwest residents list teenage pregnancy as the number one most important
issue facing Native girls.

•  Women are more likely to see teenage pregnancy as the number one issue for
Native girls (25 versus 18 percent). Men are much more likely to answer “don’t
know” for this question (26 versus 16 percent).

In your opinion, what is the single most important issue
facing Native girls in Alaska?

Total Urban Rural Men Women

Education/training 35% 34% 35% 36% 35%

Teenage pregnancy 22 19 25 18 25

Substance abuse 12 14 10 11 14

Jobs 9 9 8 7 10

Self-esteem 8 10 6 6 9

Retaining culture 2 2 2 3 2

Abuse/domestic violence 2 4 1 3 2

Depression/suicide 1 1 1 2 1

Gender equality 1 1 0 0 1

Other 16 20 12 16 16

Don’t know/refused 21 16 25 26 16

Note: Total responses may exceed 100 percent. While respondents were encouraged to give only one answer, additional
responses were recorded.
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LEADERSHIP

About half of Alaska Natives express confidence in the ability of Alaska’s
current Native leaders to improve the lives of Alaska Natives, while one in five
say they are not confident.

• Three out of ten Alaska Natives are either neutral or don’t know their confidence
in today’s current Native leaders.

• Rural residents tend to have more confidence in today’s Native leaders, with 53
percent saying they are very confident or confident, versus 43 percent of urban
residents.

• Young adults (18 to 24 year-olds) express the most confidence in today’s Native
leaders, with 27 percent saying they are very confident, compared to 15 percent
of the total.

•  Men and women tend to give very similar responses when asked about Alaska
Native leadership.

How confident are you in the ability of Alaska’s current Native leaders
to improve the lives of Alaska Natives?

Total Urban Rural

Very confident 15% 13% 16%

Confident 34 30 37

Neutral 27 25 29

Not confident 12 17 8

Not at all confident 7 9 6

Don’t know 4 5 3

When asked about the next generation of Native leaders, Alaska Natives tend
to be more optimistic, with 62 percent saying they are very confident or
confident.

•  Southwest residents expressed the most confidence in the next generation of
Native leaders (37 percent answered very confident), while Bethel area residents
were less confident (16 percent answered very confident).

•  Alaska Natives’ confidence in the next generation somewhat decreases as age
increases.

How confident are you that there will be a new generation of Native leaders who
will improve the lives of the next generation?

Total Urban Rural

Very confident 24% 22% 26%

Confident 38 39 36

Neutral 17 17 17

Not confident 10 11 8

Not at all confident 6 4 6

Don’t know 5 5 6
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ENVIRONMENT

Availability of, and access to, subsistence resources are the second and third
leading environmental issues facing Alaska Natives, just slightly behind water
quality/pollution.

•  Among all questions in the survey, the environmental question generated the
highest proportion of “don’t know” responses (26 percent).  Rural residents were
more much likely than were urban residents to answer, “don’t know” (32 percent
versus 19 percent).

•  It is unclear whether responses regarding water quality/pollution referred to
drinking water quality/pollution or about the conditions of lakes, rivers and
oceans.

In your opinion, what is the single most important environmental issue
facing Alaska Natives?

Total Urban Rural

Water quality/pollution 22% 26% 19%

Available subsistence
resources

20 22 18

Access to subsistence
resources

14 16 11

Air quality/pollution 13 15 11

Industrial waste/damage 5 3 6

Good resource management 5 4 5

Over-cutting of trees 4 5 3

Sanitation/sewers 4 3 6

Global warming 3 2 5

Landfills 3 3 3

Protecting the earth 3 2 4

Oil 3 3 2

ANWR 3 4 1

Balanced development 2 2 1

Over-development 2 1 2

Other 8 10 6

Don’t know 26 19 32
Note: Total responses may exceed 100 percent. While respondents were encouraged to give only one
answer, additional responses were recorded.
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For one out of three Alaska Natives, their area’s natural environment has
worsened over the past five years, while about half that many say it has
improved.

•  Interestingly, there is virtually no difference between urban and rural residents
in their assessment of how their area’s environment has fared over the past five
years.

•  Southcentral residents are the most optimistic about their area’s natural
environment, with 35 percent saying they believe it will get better. Just 11
percent of Southeast residents say their natural environment will improve.

Over the past/next five years, do you think the natural environment in your area
has gotten/will get better, worse, or remain about the same?

Total Urban Rural

Past Five Years

Better 17% 19% 15%

Worse 32 32 32

Remained the same 46 45 47

Don’t know 5 3 5

Next Five Years

Better 26% 24% 26%

Worse 27 30 24

Remain the same 36 35 37

Don’t know 11 10 13
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CULTURAL GROUPS

The survey asked respondents to identify which cultural group they consider
themselves to be a part of. Responses are generally aligned with previous McDowell
Group studies asking the same question, with a couple of differences. There were
fewer Yupiks in this sample than in previous surveys, and there were a higher
percentage of Natives identifying themselves as Eskimo. Many of those who
identified themselves as Eskimos also identified themselves as Yupik.

Which Alaska Native cultural group do you consider yourself to be part of?

Total Urban Rural

Tlingit 22% 28% 15%

Eskimo 18 8 27

Athabascan 16 22 12

Yupik 16 6 25

Aleut 14 21 8

Inupiat 9 7 11

Haida 3 5 1

Alutiiq 2 3 2

Tsimpshian 2 3 0

Cu’pik 2 1 2

Other 2 2 2

Not sure 2 2 2

Refused 2 2 2

For the cultural sub-group analysis, respondents were placed into five categories:
Aleut/Alutiiq, Athabaskan, Yupik/Cupik, Tlingit/Haida/Tsimpshian, and Inupiat.
Eskimos were distributed into two cultural groups according to their place of
residence. Northwest residents who identified themselves as Eskimos were placed
into the Inupiat/Inupiaq sample, while Bethel area residents who identified
themselves as Eskimos were placed with the Yupik sample. This was determined by
the study team to be the most effective way of distributing those identifying as
Eskimos.

For the most part, the differences between the cultural sub-groups are not
remarkable. However, certain small variances are worthy of discussion.

•  When asked about “life in general” over the past five years, Aleut/Alutiiq
respondents are the most likely to say it has gotten better (52 percent). In terms of
“life in general” over the next five years, Inupiats are the most optimistic, with 59
percent saying they think life will get better.

•  Tlingit/Haida/Tsimpshian respondents are most likely to say life has gotten
worse (21 percent). They also give the highest percentage of negative responses
when asked about their community’s economic conditions, both past and future.

•  Inupiats express the most confidence both in today’s Native leaders (57 percent
are confident) and in the next generation of Native leaders (67 percent are
confident).

•  Subsistence is most important to Yupik/Cupik respondents (75 percent say it is
“very important”), and while still important to Aleut/Alutiiq respondents, they
give the highest number of “not important” responses.
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Responses by Cultural Group

Aleut
Alutiiq

Atha-
baskan

Yupik
Cupik

Tlingit
Haida

Tsimpshian
Inupiat

In the past five years, has your life in general gotten better, worse, or remained the same?

Better 52% 51% 49% 44% 46%

Worse 5 11 11 21 7

Remained the same 42 38 38 34 46

In the next five years, do you think your life in general will be better, worse, or remain the same?

Better 57% 56% 42% 50% 59%

Worse 2 9 11 9 6

Remained the same 30 23 29 31 25

How important has education been in your life?

Very important 70% 67% 60% 75% 72%

Important 25 20 31 16 25

Unimportant 1 2 2 2 0

Very unimportant 0 2 0 0 0

Over the past five years, do you think jobs and business conditions in your community have gotten better,
worse or remained about the same?

Better 30% 27% 28% 16% 28%

Worse 33 33 22 47 35

Remained the same 33 35 48 34 38

Over the next five years, do you think jobs and business conditions in your community will get better, worse
or remain about the same?

Better 44% 34% 36% 37% 39%

Worse 16 22 19 27 20

Remain the same 30 29 40 28 30

How confident are you in the ability of Alaska’s current Native leaders to improve the lives of Alaska Natives?

(Very) confident 49% 50% 49% 47% 57%

Neutral 32 29 29 18 33

Not (at all) confident 15 20 17 29 6

How confident are you that there will be a new generation of Native leaders who will improve the lives of the
next generation?

(Very) confident 64% 65% 55% 66% 67%

Neutral 21 12 23 15 17

Not (at all) confident 12 17 16 14 9

How important is subsistence for you and your household?

Very important 60% 70% 75% 68% 72%

Important 21 17 13 17 14

Unimportant 11 9 2 7 3

Very unimportant 1 0 4 4 0
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DEMOGRAPHICS

Survey respondents reported an average age of 46 and a median household income
of $35,000 ($25,000 among rural households). Average household size was 3.7
people, with a higher average among rural households. As is common in telephone
surveys, more women than men participated, especially among urban residents.
Urban respondents tended to report a higher level of education than rural
respondents, with 59 percent reporting some education beyond high school. This
compares to just 40 percent of rural respondents.

Demographics

Total Urban Rural

Average Age 46 years old 48 years old 45 years old

Median Income $35,000 $35,000 $25,000

Average Household Size 3.7 people 3.2 people 4.1 people

Households with members
under 18

54% 45% 62%

Gender

Male 41% 35% 46%

Female 59 65 54

Education

Less than high school 7% 3% 9%

Some high school 10 9 11

High school/GED 35 29 40

Some college/vocational training 28 30 27

Vocational certificate 1 2 1

Associate’s degree 7 10 5

Bachelor’s degree 8 12 5

Master’s, PhD, Professional
certificate

3 5 2

Employment Status

Employed full-time year round 40% 43% 39%

Employed part-time year round 10 7 12

Employed full-time seasonally 5 5 5

Employed part-time seasonally 3 1 4

Unemployed, but currently looking
for work

9 10 9

Unemployed, but no jobs available 4 2 6

Unemployed, but not looking for
work

4 2 5

Student 2 2 2

Homemaker 4 4 3

Retired 15 18 12

Disabled 2 3 1

Refused 2 2 1


