
Let’s Talk Subsistence!  

 

Speaker Biographies:  

 

Verner Wilson III- Verner Wilson III is Central and Siberian Yup'ik born and raised in Curyung 

(Dillingham), Alaska.  He grew up sports, commercial, and subsistence fishing in the Bristol Bay 

region.  Graduating in 2008 with a Bachelor Degree in Environmental Studies from Brown 

University, he now works for the World Wildlife Fund Arctic Field Program, on efforts to 

protect subsistence resources throughout Bristol Bay and the Bering Sea. 

 

Frank Woods – Frank Woods is a lifelong Yup‟ik resident of Bristol Bay and subsistence hunter 

and fishermen. He is also a commercial fishermen and Subsistence Coordinator for the Bristol 

Bay Native Association. Among other boards Frank is a director on the Choggiung Limited 

board and was reappointed in May of 2011 on the Citizen‟s Advisory Commision on Federal 

Areas in Alaska. He is a member of the Qayassiq Walrus Commisssion and also a member of the 

Bristol Bay Marine Mammal Council. Frank is also a regional director of the Native American 

Fish and Wildlife Society.  

 

Stacey Rolf- Stacey Rolf (Yup‟ik) was born and raised in Curyung (Dillingham), AK. She 

graduated from Dillingham High School in 2011 and is currently a student at the University of 

Alaska Anchorage. She has been very involved in her community as President of the Leadership 

and Assets Youth Coalition, a Youth Advocate for a women and children‟s shelter SAFE, and a 

member of the Dillingham High School volleyball and basketball teams. She has also worked 

with Curyung Tribals Culture Camp, Dillingham‟s Senior Center, and was part of the group 

Rebels To Pebble who received a Spirit of the Youth Award in 2009.  

 

Violet Wilson- Violet Wilson is a Yup‟ik elder from Naknek in the Bristol Bay region. She was 

born at Lake Illiamna in 1933 and has been a lifelong subsistence user. She is also a retired 

commercial fisherwoman. Violet is still leads a very active subsistence way of life and has 

become very active in subsistence protection issues in Bristol Bay. Her lifetime of hard work and 

dedication to our region is illuminated in her work passing down our cultural values to the next 

generation.  

 

Alannah Hurley- Alannah Hurley (Yup‟ik) was born and raised in the Bristol Bay region. She 

was raised in Saguyaq (Clarks Point) and (Curyugn) Dillingham and is currently working as a 

grassroots organizer for Trout Unlimited Alaska. She graduated from the University of New 

Mexico with a B.A. in Native American Studies and minored in Political Science. She has 

worked extensively in community development and environmental justice. She loves learning 

and enjoying her Yup‟ik culture and is dedicated to helping make self-determination a reality for 

Alaska‟s indigenous people.  

 



 
 

 

Decolonization in Greenland and Alaska: Comparing issues 
 

Speaker Biography 

My name is Aviâja Egede Lynge. I am 37 years and I am an Inuk from Greenland. 

I am educated in Social Anthropology, and for the last 5 years, I have been working within the 

Greenlandic school reform. We are trying to work towards a school system that is more 

culturally compatible with our society. I work with educational research, leading the higher 

academic education for Greenlandic public school teachers, and teach educational anthropology. 

Privately, I work with mental decolonization and empowerment.  

 

 
 

 

Youth and Elders: Caretakers of Our Land 
 

Speaker Biography 

 

   Chelsey Kasayulie was born and raised in Koliganek and Dillingham, Alaska. She graduated 

first in her class at Koliganek School in May 2011. She has worked for years throughout her 

youth, toward building youth and Elders relationships, raising awareness about the proposed 

Pebble Mine, creating wellness in her community, and restoring and honoring her culture.   She 

currently works for Nunamta Aulukestai as Outreach Coordinator and attends University of 

Alaska Fairbanks. 



 

 

Developing A Lesson Plan Using A Story About “Seaweed Picking 

Time” 
 

 Brief Bio:              

 

My parents are Nuen qwii gei git kei nuens, Mona Jackson of Haida Gwii.  My father 

Kaa.naa.heig, Thomas L. Jackson Sr. of Keex Kwaan.  My Haida name is Stalth kaa waas of the 

Eagle Hummingbird of Haida Gwii and Tlingit name is Kaats saa waa of the Raven Fresh Water 

Marked Salmon. 

  

 From 1997-2008 I was a Cultural Educator with the Sheldon Jackson College and Juneau 

School District, Indian Studies Program.  Presently I am a Cultural Educator in the weaving 

classes I teach during a Sunday artist gathering we hold each Sunday in Juneau from 1-4 pm.   

  

 

  



 
 

Natural Helpers; Helpers of Today, Leaders of Tomorrow 
 

 

   
 

 

To help run the Natural Helpers program, LYSD has two coordinators from our district. 

In addition to providing classroom instruction on behavioral health issues, the coordinators also 

provide guidance, crisis support, including behavior health counseling for LYSD students. 

 Reynold Okitkun is from Kotlik, AK, and has been working with the Natural Helpers 

program since it was created in 2001. Elias Kelly is from Pilot Station, AK, and has been 

working with the program since 2009. 

 

 



Teens Acting Against Violence (TAAV) 

Yvonne Aloralrea – Yvonne is an 18 year old recent graduate of Bethel Regional High School.  

She is a native Cup‟ik Eskimo who grew up in Chevak, a small rural village in Western Alaska.  

She moved to Bethel three years ago where she also joined Teens Acting Against Violence 

(TAAV).  Yvonne has been an excellent leader and role model for the younger participants in the 

program.  Yvonne plans to attend nursing school beginning in January at the Kuskokwim 

Campus in Bethel.    

 

 

Kisha Lee – Kisha Lee is a 17 year old student at Bethel Regional High School.  She is a native 

Yup‟ik Eskimo who grew up in Bethel, but has also spent a large period of time living in 

Anchorage.  Kisha has been participating in Teens Acting Against Violence (TAAV) for over 4 

years now.  She is very dedicated to TAAV and helps out in all of the events, fundraisers, 

activities, etc.  She is an amazing public speaker with a charismatic personality. 



 

 

Elizabeth Stegeman – Elizabeth is the Teens Acting Against Violence (TAAV) Coordinator at 

the Tundra Women‟s Coalition in Bethel Alaska.  She is originally from Cincinnati, Ohio but has 

lived in Bethel for a little over a year now.  She began her time at TWC as a Jesuit Volunteer, 

and was hired on full-time after her volunteer year was complete.  Her job duties include 

facilitating the TAAV program and interacting with teens in the shelter.  She planned the first 

annual Teens Lead Ahead camp which occurred this past summer in Bethel. 

 

 

 

KC D'Onfro - KC D'Onfro is from Massachusetts and graduated from the University of 

Vermont with a degree in psychology.  She moved to Bethel, AK as a member of the Jesuit 



Volunteer Corps.  She works at the Tundra Women's Coalition as a Teen Advocate and co-

coordinator of the Teens Acting Against Violence (TAAV) program. 

   

Alfred Michael – Alfred was born and raised in Bethel, and was part of Teens Acting Against 

Violence for about four years. Had moved to Burly Idaho for about six years and decided to 

come back, and by happy coincidence was recruited by Michelle to be a part of a new prevention 

program. Having been part of TAAV years ago has cemented the willingness to help into my 

character, I am so vary thankful for that. 

 

 

 

Access to Higher Education: College Applications, Writing College 

Essays, Financial Aid and Putting Your Best Foot Forward 
 

Biography: 



Holly Miowak Stebing is Inupiaq with family in Anchorage and Unalakleet.  This fall, she is 

beginning her Ph.D. in United States History at Yale University, focusing on Indigenous Western 

and Alaska Native History, and learning from her advisor Professor Ned Blackhawk (Western 

Shoshone). As a Stanford alumna, she was formerly a Stanford Admission Officer and 

Undergraduate Native Recruiter for two years.  She has worked with college access for Native 

students at: Elders and Youth, College Horizons, Mt. Edgecumbe High School, Choctaw Nation 

Scholarship Advisement Program, and urban Indian centers and reservations in Tucson, New 

Mexico, South Dakota, Oregon, and Washington.  
 

 
 

 

Know Your Rights 
 

 
Rene Rouzan is the Youth Programs Coordinator for the Alaska Native Justice Center. He 

oversees the youth Community Diversion Panel program as well. He has a long history working 

with youth in Alaska. He Teaches Prime for Life to youth with a specialty in working with rural 

and Native youth. He frequently travels to rural communities to provide PFL classes as well as 

technical assistance to communities interested in developing local diversion programs.  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

April January is the Tribal Justice Director for the Association of Village Council Presidents 

(AVCP) in Bethel, Alaska. AVCP is tribal consortium to 56 tribes providing human services, 

social services and other culturally relevant programs in the Yukon-Kuskokwim Delta. Formally, 

a Planning & Development Director for AVCP, she become the new Tribal Justice Director in 

February of 2007.   

A Haskell Indian Nations University Alumni, who was involved in Alaska Club and a cast 

member in the play „Strength of Indian Women’.  Currently, she serves on the American Indian 

Law Center, Inc. Advisory Group, providing guidance and recommendations to their Tribal 

Court Training Program curriculum and on the Alaska Native Justice Center Youth Alcohol 

Advisory Committee that approaches rural minor consuming alcohol-related offenses.   

April January is the daughter of Martha Wassilie Pleasant and Julius Pleasant Sr.  Second oldest 

of six, (now five) children, she is half Yupik and half Inupiat Eskimo descendant.   

ATTORNEY CATHERINE BORUFF BIO 

 

Catherine Boruff has worked as a trial attorney for the Alaska Public Defender Agency since 

2008. She is based in Anchorage, but has also had the opportunity to represent clients in the 

Aleutian Islands. Catherine is a board member with the Alaska Native Justice Center‟s Youth 

Alcohol Advisory Committee. 

 

ATTORNEY Christopher Lesch BIO 

Christopher Lesch has worked as an attorney for the Alaska Public Defender Agency since 

2008.  From July, 2008 until April, 2011 he worked out of the Bethel Office, representing clients 

from all areas of the Yukon-Kuskokwim Delta Region.  He handled both criminal and civil 

matters, working as a criminal trial attorney and as a representative for parents in Child In Need 

of Aid proceedings.  Currently, he works in the Anchorage Office as a criminal trial attorney.  

 

 

 

 



 

Building Native Communities: Financially Fit Teens 
 

   
Jon Panamaroff is the Executive Director and Senior Vice President at First Nations Oweesta 

Corporation and enrolled member of the Sun‟aq Tribe of Kodiak, Alaska. Jon had spent his 

professional career in finance and Native American economic development, working for the 

Office of Indian Energy and Economic Development, the Department of the Interior, Native 

American Bank, N.A, and Lead of the Program Management Office and IDIQ center at Koniag 

Services, Inc. Jon currently holds a Masters of Public Administration from EWU where he was 

awarded a McNair Scholar Fellowship. 

  

Jaci Ree is currently the manager for Financial Education and Asset Building with First 

Nations Oweesta Corporation and has a variety of experiences with community development 

training and technical assistance in Native communities. She has a background in social service 

working with Tribal Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) and workforce 

development l; as well as a juvenile detention counselor for Native youth. She has her Bachelor 

of Human Services from the University of Alaska Anchorage and is currently pursuing her 

MBA.  

 

The Success of the Elder Mentor Program in Rural Alaska-Who 

Are Our Heroes? 
 

Jenny Bell is a Tlingit from Southeast Alaska, currently residing in Anchorage as the Rural 

Director for Alaska Community Services. In her current position she works with 50 Elder 

Mentors and 48 SPIRIT Mentors in 17 villages who work with youth in schools, Head Start 

Programs, youth correctional facilities and with youth who are transitioning out of foster care. 

http://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.1668721677628.2096493.1224925171&type=1


 
 

 

Connecting Alaskans to Prevent Suicide -- Social Media Tools and 

Opportunities  
 

Presenter Biographies: 

Kate Burkhart, J.D. – Executive Director Statewide Suicide Prevention Council, Alaska Mental 

Health Board and Advisory Board on Alcoholism and Drug Abuse 

 

Kate Burkhart has been executive director of AMHB and ABADA since 2007 and of the Suicide 

Prevention Council since 2010. Prior to that, she was a public interest lawyer for almost a 

decade, serving with Alaska Legal Services from 2001-2007. She has represented clients 

experiencing disabilities, families affected by the consequences of substance abuse, and victims 

of domestic violence. This background in direct services informs her work with the Boards and 

Council, as they pursue the vision of Alaskans living healthy and productive lives free from 

suicide and addiction. 

 



 
 

Thomas Chard, B.A. (Bachelor's of Business Administration) – Health and Social Services 

Planner, Alaska Mental Health Board and Advisory Board on Alcoholism and Drug Abuse 

 

Tom Chard is a veteran of the United States Air Force, a 2001 graduate of the University of 

Oklahoma, and former Peace Corps volunteer. He has worked in public interest and public policy 

in Alaska since 2001 (with a three year break to serve in the Peace Corps). Tom was the primary 

force behind the creation of StopSuicideAlaska.org and continues to manage and develop the 

portal‟s potential, as well as other online and social media efforts supporting statewide suicide 

prevention efforts. He is the Boards‟ planning and policymaking liaison to the Statewide Suicide 

Prevention Council.  

 
                                         

 

Teressa Baldwin – Youth member, Statewide Suicide Prevention Council 

Tessa is a champion for suicide prevention, through her work at Mt. Edgecumbe High 

School and with the Alaska Association of Student Governments and with the Council. 

She is the founder of Hope4Alaska, a blog focused on issues related to suicide prevention 

(just recently recognized as a finalist in the 2011 Alaska Marketplace competition). Tessa 

speaks regularly on the issue of youth suicide prevention, presenting at the National 

Indian Health Board Summit in August and scheduled to present at suicide prevention 

summits in Bristol Bay and Ketchikan this fall. Tessa is from Kotzebue. 



 
 

/ƭƛƳŀǘŜ /ƘŀƴƎŜ LƳǇŀŎǘǎ ƻƴ wǳǊŀƭ !ƭŀǎƪŀΩǎ bŀǘǳǊŀƭ wŜǎƻǳǊŎŜ 
Harvesting Practices 

BRIEF BIO(S):   

Larissa Sommer was born in Tanana and raised in Galena, Alaska. She attended and graduated 
from Mt. Edgecumbe High School in Sitka and later graduated with a B.A. in Communication 
and Journalism from the University of Alaska Fairbanks. In 2007 Larissa began graduate school 
at Northern Arizona University (NAU) in their interdisciplinary Environmental Science and Policy 
program. In 2008 she was a recipient of the Doris Duke Conservation Foundation Fellowship. 
She conducted her thesis research in western interior Alaska during her three years of study 
that culminated with her Master of Science degree in 2010. Larissa has since worked for the 
Institute for Tribal Environmental Professionals at NAU as well as the Bureau of Land 
Management and the Chugach National Forest for the Federal Government. She is a current 
ōƻŀǊŘ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ DŀƴŀΩ! ¸ƻƻ CƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴΦ 



 

Indigenizing Education: Creating Space & Place for Alaska Native 

Students 
 

BIOS 

Beth Leonard is Deg Hit'an Athabascan and is originally from Shageluk.   

Her father is James Dementi, who was raised in the traditional Athabascan subsistence lifestyle. 

Her mother is the late Reverend Jean Dementi, originally from California.  Leonard earned her 

Ph.D. from the University of Alaska Fairbanks (UAF) in 2007 in the Interdisciplinary Program 

with a focus on cross-cultural and Alaska Native studies. Her dissertation was titled "Deg Xinag 

Oral Traditions: Reconnecting Indigenous Language and Education Through Traditional 

Narratives." 

 

 
 

Maria Williams (Tlingit) is of the Raven Moiety and a member of the Deisheetaan clan and was 

born and raised in Tikahtnu (Anchorage, Alaska). She received her PhD in 1996 from UCLA.  

She is currently the Director for the Alaska Native Studies Program at the University of Alaska 

Anchorage. Her research areas include Alaska Native music and dance, Indigenous history. She 

recently edited a book entitled The Alaska Native Reader: History, Culture, and Politics. She 



also recently produced a documentary film on Deg Hit'an Athabascan Elder, Daisy Demientieff 

entitled A BEAUTIFUL JOURNEY. 

 

 
 

The Circle of Life, Connecting Elders and Youth 

 
Speaker Biographies 
 

Pearl Kiyawn Brower is Inupiaq Eskimo from Barrow, Alaska.  She graduated in 2004 from 

the University of Alaska, Fairbanks with a double degree in Alaska Native Studies & 

Anthropology and then in 2010 graduated from the University of Alaska, Fairbanks with a 

Masters Degree in Alaska Native & Rural Development.  Currently Pearl is the Dean of 

Students and Institutional Development at Ilisagvik College, Alaska‟s first tribal college, 

located in Barrow.   

 
 

Gloria Lomuscio has served as the Allied Health Program Coordinator for Ilisagvik College, 

Alaska‟s first tribal college, for the past 3 years. Most recently, in 2010, she started the 

Northwest Alaska Area Health Education Center (NW AHEC). In collaboration with 

community partnerships and the mission of Ilisagvik College, the NW AHEC works to “Aim, 

Train, and Retain” students and professionals in the field of healthcare. Gloria holds a BA in 

Psychology and an MS in Education. She is dedicated to empowering local people to gain the 

training and education necessary to provide high quality and long lasting healthcare to people 

of rural Alaska. 



 
April Phillip, Yupik/Inupiaq Eskimo is a second year student at Ilisagvik College in the 

Allied Health program beginning her sophomore year. April has been actively involved in the 

program on multiple levels. She completed her CNA certification in Fall 2010, served as a 

student speaker during First Alaskans Youth and Elders annual conference in Fall 2010, 

participated in recruitment activities, served as a summer counselor for camp programming 

in 2011, attended the 2011 SAIGE conference and serves as the Ilisagvik College Student 

Government President. April plans to attend nursing school following completion of her 

Associate of Science in Allied Health. 

 
Janelle Everett is currently the Student Recruiter at Ilisagvik College. She has a Bachelor‟s 

Degree in Broadcast Journalism from Alabama State University and has spent most of her 

career working as a reporter in rural Alaska. Born in Niagara Falls, New York Janelle moved 

to Alabama as a teenager before moving to Alaska in 1993 to escape the heat and humidity of 

the south.  She has lived in Barrow, Bethel, Kodiak and Anchorage before returning to 

Barrow in 2006.  Janelle has been the Student Recruiter for 2 ½ years and enjoys working 

with students.  

 

 

¢ǊƻǘƘ ¸ŜŘŘƘŀΩ Nutrition Project 
 
Speaker Biographies: 
Flora Deacon (Athabascan): Was born and raised in Shageluk and Grayling, a product of the BIA 
School system, and went on to graduate from the New England Culinary Institute in Montpelier, 
Vermont. She has worked as a chef in throughout Alaska and at camps in Antarctica. She is a 
Rural Nutrition Services (RNS) graduate who has now joined the RNS teaching team She 
ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ άƎǳŜǎǘ ŎƘŜŦέ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƭƳƛƴƎ ƻŦ LƴǘŜǊƛƻǊ wŜƎƛƻƴ ŜǇƛǎƻŘŜǎ ƻŦ ά¢ǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ 
CƻƻŘǎΣ /ƻƴǘŜƳǇƻǊŀǊȅ /ƘŜŦέΣ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ ōȅ !ƭŀǎƪŀ bŀǘƛǾŜ ¢Ǌƛōŀƭ IŜŀƭǘƘ /ƻƴǎƻǊǘƛǳƳΦ {ƘŜ ŜƴƧƻȅǎ 
creative, healthy cooking, using traditional foods and dreams of sharing healthful nutrition 
throughout rural Alaska. 



 
Dorothy Savage Joseph (Athabascan, Holy Cross): Was born and raised in a traditional 
Athabascan lifestyle before moving to Anchorage as an adult. She worked many years for the 
Anchorage School District and, since her retirement, she enjoys serving as an Elder mentor and 
ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ǘŜŀƳ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ŦƻǊ ¦!CΩǎ wb{ ŀƴŘ wǳǊŀƭ IǳƳŀƴ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ tǊƻƎǊŀƳǎΦ {ƘŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊ ƻŦ 
the book Fishcamp, a great supporter of traditional fiddling, and enjoys making birch bark 
baskets. 

 
Sarah McConnell: Since making her home in Alaska 19 years ago she has lived in Fairbanks and 
Anaktuvuk Pass. She fishes with Howard Luke in the Tanana River and has been blessed to learn 
from him. She enjoys being on the land ς berrypicking, walking or skiing with her sled dogs, 
ŎŀƳǇƛƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ ōƛƪƛƴƎΦ {ƘŜ ǿƻǊƪǎ ŦƻǊ ¦!CΩǎ LƴǘŜǊƛƻǊ ς Aleutians Campus, serving around 60 rural 
communities. In 2006 she began work with community members to develop and deliver the 
¢ǊƻǘƘ ¸ŜŘŘƘŀΩ bǳǘǊƛǘƛƻƴ tǊƻƧŜŎǘΩǎ wǳǊŀƭ bǳǘǊƛǘƛƻƴ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ tǊƻƎǊŀƳΦ 



 
 

 

Speaking Our in Our Own Language: Traditional Languages of 

Alaska and the Law 
 

Bios: 

Tom Stenson is the legal director of the ACLU of Alaska Foundation. He litigates on behalf of 

the constitutional rights of Alaskans. Among other recent cases, he was the lead counsel in Engle 

v. Municipality of Anchorage, the recent case establishing the rights of the homeless to their 

property. The ACLU of Alaska has been a litigation partner in numerous important cases on 

Alaska Native language rights, including Alaskans for Official English v. Kritz and Nick v. 

Bethel, described below. 

 
Natalie Landreth is a staff attorney at the Native American Rights Fund (NARF)offices in 

Anchorage. She has been litigating on behalf of Alaska Native rights for eight years. Among the 

cases litigated by NARF relating to Alaska Native languages are Alaskans for Official English v. 

Kritz, contesting the “English-only” ballot initiative, and Nick v. Bethel, which established the 

rights of Yup‟ik-speaking voters in the Bethel area to the provision of language assistance in the 

voting process. She is a graduate of Harvard College and Harvard Law School, and a proud 

member of the Chickasaw Nation of Oklahoma. 



 
Lawrence Kaplan is a professor of Linguistics and currently serves as director of the Alaska 

Native Language Center at the University of Alaska Fairbanks. He teaches courses in Linguistics 

and also works as a linguist with the Inupiaq Eskimo language. Professor Kaplan is a co-author 

of the Comparative Eskimo Dictionary and is compiling dictionaries of Seward Peninsula 

Inupiaq.  He has worked on Inupiaq texts and has been involved with training instructors of 

Inupiaq language and culture and works with programs in Native Language Education that offer 

degrees intended to prepare Native language teachers from Alaska and Yukon Territory in 

Canada. 

 
Panigkaq Agatha John-Shields has worked for the Lower Kuskokwim School District, playing a 

key role as a parent, a teacher, and as principal in promoting Ayaprun Elitnaurvik, the Yup‟ik 

Immersion School in the Bethel area. She currently is an assistant professor at the College of 

Education of the University of Alaska Anchorage.  With her current professional interest in 

cultural responsive teaching, she is also the co-director of Consortium of Alaskan Native 

Leadership Engagement and Development (CAN-LEAD) Project which will be piloted in 

January for Alaska Native teachers who want to pursue their principal leadership degree through 

Educational Leadership. She leads the Indigenous Values weekly gathering that is held at UAA.  

She is the daughter of Paul and Martina John of Nunakauyaq (Toksook Bay), Alaska. 

 
 

 



Learning From the Past, Planning for the Future: Strategies for 

Youth Violence, Bullying, and Suicide Prevention 
 

Theresa “Tiny” Demientieff Devlin, (Athabascan/Deg Hit‟an) originally from Holy spent most 

of her childhood traveling the Yukon, Iditarod, Innoko  and tributaries with her family.  Tiny‟s 

worked for the past forty years in prevention, leadership and health related fields. 

 

 

Scott Haigley, MA, received his degree in clinical psychology from the Fielding Graduate 

University. Mr. Haigley has worked in behavioral health in Alaska for the past 9 years. He is 

currently a Community Coordinator with the Native Aspirations project 

 

 

Denise Middlebrook, PhD Social Psychology (Crow/N. Cheyenne), graduated from the 

University of Colorado, Boulder in 1995. Dr. Middlebrook is the Community Intervention 

Director for the Native Aspirations Project, a youth violence, bullying, and suicide prevention 

project engaging with American Indian/Alaska Native communities across the country. 
 

Resiliency and the Impacts of Colonization 
 

BIOS 

 

Victoria Hykes Steere, (Iñupiaq - Unalakleet ), LLM International Environmental Law, Assistant 

Professor, Liberal Studies/Institute for Village Resilience Alaska Pacific University.  Focus – 

sustainable, economically viable, and healthy villages, towns in rural Alaska. 

 

Cynthia “Sis” Bolivar M.S. is a Licensed Marriage and Family Therapist and Program 

Development Consultant/Grant writer working in private practice in Anchorage. She is of 

English, French, and Filipino descent. Cynthia has worked extensively with Alaska Native 

communities since 1989 in both behavioral health and in assisting Alaska Native organizations in 

developing new services. Cynthia co-led a youth sobriety drum and has developed culturally 

based mental health groups, including ongoing talking circles, while working in both Kenai and 

Anchorage. She has been a member of the core planning group for the ANHC Resiliency Project 

since its inception. Cynthia divides her time between White Mountain and Anchorage.  

 

 

Village Relocation Efforts: Mapping, Policy, & Creative Solutions 



Michael Loso is an associate professor of Earth Sciences at Alaska Pacific University. He has 

been at APU for 6 years, and his diverse background serves him well in APU‟s interdisciplinary 

Environmental Science Department. As an undergraduate in environmental studies, he learned 

the social and ecological context that motivates his work as a scientist. He followed that with the 

intensive, field-oriented training of an M.S. in botany with the University of Vermont‟s Field 

Naturalist Program. There, he learned first-hand the power of combining rigorous classroom 

lectures with focused field exercises. He learned also to let the landscape, rather than a 

disciplinaryboundary, dictate his questions. In that vein, he next pursued a Ph.D. in 

geomorphology, encouraged by two co-advisors at UC Santa Cruz who shared his passion for 

Alaskan landscapes, and taught him that even the most unfamiliar tools of science can be easily 

mastered if you start with an interesting question. His research has been unified by an interest in 

the response of glaciated landscapes to late Holocene climate changes. In the Wrangell, 

Chugach, and Alaska Range mountains, where much of his work is focused, he‟s found evidence 

of the Little Ice Age in varved lake sediments, insect epidemics, abandoned deltas, lichen 

demography, abandoned copper mines, terminal moraines, white spruce-alder interactions, and 

glacier outburst floods. 

 

 

Michelle is a Tribal Coordinator with the US Environmental Protection Agency, Region 10.  She 

works with Tribes in SouthEast and Prince William Sound and is a point of contact for Tribal 

Climate change issues.  Prior to joining EPA, she served as Alaska Regional Coordinator for the 

Native American Fish & Wildlife Society.  Michelle is an enrolled member of the Tlingit and 

Haida Indian Tribes of Alaska, and is a member of the Tlingit Eagle Moiety and Killer whale 

house. Her education is in Natural Sciences with the University of Alaska.  She lives in Wasilla, 

Alaska.    



 
Victoria Hykes Steere, (Iñupiaq - Unalakleet ), LLM International Environmental Law, Assistant 

Professor, Liberal Studies/Institute for Village Resilience Alaska Pacific University.  Focus – 

sustainable, economically viable, and healthy villages, towns in rural Alaska. 

 


